LIFE GROUP, week of March 1, 2009
Bible Study, Exodus 20:7, “What’s In A Name?”   

SHARE:  Welcome to your Life Group!  Everyone is invited to respond to the following: 

Naming something is a mark of power and authority.  Who named you?  Who named God?  What does the fact that God named himself tell us about God?  

SCRIPTURE:  Read Exodus 20:1-7    

1. Context:  In response to God’s instructions to Moses, the 12 

tribes (sons and progeny) of Israel (Jacob) are gathered at Mt. Sinai.  God called Moses, alone, to ascend the mountain, which was shrouded in a thick cloud, into the darkness.  The atmosphere was charged with lightning and thunder. Exodus 19.  There, God gives Moses the Decalogue, the 10 Commandments and many other laws, Exod. 20-31.  Then, the scripture reports, “When the Lord finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the covenant law, the tablets of stone inscribed by the finger of God.”  Exod. 31:18.   What message is conveyed by the italicized words?             

2. Digging Deeper:
a. From memory, name the first three commandments.

b. In Hebrew, Yahweh
 means “I am who I am.”  What does that mean to you?  Self-existence? Self sufficiency? Others .... 

c. What does it mean to misuse, or take the name of God in vain? Identify different ways people violate this commandment. 
d. Discuss briefly, the following three “non exclusive” ways given in the OT whereby people profaned the name of God:

i. Sorcery: using divine names in incantations to gain access to supernatural power.  See Deuteronomy 18:10-12a.

ii. False prophecy:  using God’s name to advance a prophet’s own agenda, e.g., “God is telling me to ....”  See, e.g., Jeremiah 14:14a, 15a.  God’s name has been used to endorse many things including the slave trade, political parties, etc.  Discuss. 

iii. False Oaths:  Calling God as a witness to the truth you bear.  Perjury is a direct violation of the 3rd Commandment.  

1. Discuss Leviticus 19:12

2. Discuss Matthew 5:33-37, Jesus’ take on this commandment.  What is his position? 
3. Application: 
a. What is the 3rd commandment getting at?  What’s the “big deal”?

b. How can you assimilate the 3rd Commandment into your life? 
� “Today, a name is something we have, not something we are.  For the Hebrews, the name was inseparable from the person and expressed the person’s inward identity.”  Philip Ryken, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 2005), p. 578. 
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