LIFE GROUP, Wednesday, October 19, 2011 

Bible Study, Philemon 

SCRIPTURE:  Read Paul’s letter to Philemon.  At our next and last meeting until our spring Life Group series, we’ll study Jude.          

DIGGING DEEPER: 

1. Who, what, why, when and where?  Dig into a study bible or commentary and answer these questions about Paul’s letter to Philemon.  Know the context. 
2. Paul’s “signature” opening:  compare Philemon verses 1-3 with Phil. 1:1-2; Col. 1:1-2; 1 & 2 Cor. 1:1-3; Rom. 1:1-7.    

3. PRAYER, vv. 4-7:  discuss the prayer – 

a. What is the heart of the prayer?  

b. How does it address koinonia, especially in v.6:  definition (1) close association involving mutual interests and sharing; (2) attitude of good will that manifests an interest in a close relationship; (3) [abstract] sign of fellowship or proof of brotherly love, e.g. gift, contribution.  
4. TEACHER, vv. 12-16:  What is Paul doing here in his relationship with Philemon as apostle/rabbi/teacher – disciple/leader?  

5. REQUEST: vv. 17-21 (the heart of the letter)

a. As background, read 2 Cor. 5:17-21.
b. How is Paul applying his thinking in the above passage to the 3-way relationship of Paul – Onesimus – Philemon?  How will understanding 2 Cor. 5:17ff help in the reconciliation process?   

APPLICATION:  How can you apply the principal teaching of this letter? 
PRAYER:  Share prayer requests and pray for each other. 
