LIFE GROUP, week of March 29, 2009

Bible Study, Luke 22:31-32, 54-62; John 21:15-17: “The Winnowing Process”                    

SHARE:    Spend about 15 minutes discussing the following: 

What is winnowing? What is chaff?     If winnowing is used as a metaphor for “testing” (trials and tribulations), how have you benefitted from the winnowing process? Share an example.       
SCRIPTURE:  Read  Luke 22:31-34, 54-62; John 21:15-17; Romans 8:34
1. Context: The text from the Gospel of Luke concerns an aspect of the Last Supper where Jesus addresses the presumption and perfecting of Peter.  The text from the Gospel of John concerns Jesus Christ’s post-resurrection breakfast with the apostles and specifically Christ’s restoration of Peter.        
2. Digging Deeper:  
a. Lk 22:31-32:  

1. What has Satan requested?  

2. What has Jesus prayed for?  Why didn’t he pray for Peter to be spared of this testing?  
3. What imperative command does Jesus give Peter? Discuss. 

b. Lk 22:54-62:

1. What replaces Peter’s presumption that is prevalent in vv. 31-32? 

2. What “winnowing” is taking place?   

c. Jn 21:15-17: 

1. What restoration is occurring? 

2. What makes this possible? See, e.g., Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:24-25. 
3. Application:  

a. If you are an imperfect sinner, then what is your hope? 

b. How is Easter a hope-filled celebration for you? Talk about your family traditions, etc. that have made it so. 
