LIFE GROUP, Wednesday, October 5, 2011 

Bible Study, Jonah 3
SCRIPTURE:  Read Jonah 3.  We’ll finish the book of Jonah next week and then study the letter to Philemon and the one from Jude (single chapter epistles), in that order, at our last two meetings.   

THEMES: 

1. Relationship between God and Jonah (Lord used 26x) 

2. Insider/outsider status

3. Impossible to escape God

4. Impossible to escape God’s tasks

5. Impossible to escape God’s love          

DIGGING DEEPER: 

1. Focus on Jonah:  What happens to Jonah, an insider?  
a. Discuss 3 days alone with God.  When have you had extended time with God to reflect, etc.? Pluses/minuses?  

b. Discuss God of 2nd chances.  Have you had any “Divine 2nd chances”? 

c. Discuss Jonah’s preaching style:  Jonah 3:4.  
2. Focus on Nineveh, vv. 4-9:  What happens to Nineveh, filled with outsiders?  Who cares about Nineveh?  

a. What was the Ninevites’ response to Jonah’s message?  How does this inform our “witness for Christ” in the world? 
b. What was the king’s response?  What kind of leader was he?  Discuss his “repentance” – was he sincere or manipulative? Explain. 
c. Compare vv. 4-9 with 2 Chronicles 7:14.    

3. Focus on God:  v. 10.  What is the difference between mercy and justice?  Any overlap?  Can you be just and merciful? 

APPLICATION:  What is the take-away for you?    

PRAYER:  Share prayer requests and pray for each other.  

