LIFE GROUP, week of March 15, 2009

Bible Study, Exodus 20:12, “5th Commandment: Honor your father and mother”                

SHARE:    Discuss a time when you were the victim of an abuse of power and/or witnessed such abuse.   How did you feel?  What did you do?       

SCRIPTURE:  Read Exod. 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Eph. 6:1-4    

1. Context:  Same context as given in the last 4 lessons.  Continue memorizing the commandments as we study them.     
2. Digging Deeper:
a. What is the affirmative duty stated in this commandment? What does it mean to “honor your mother and father?”  Discuss.
b. What are the implied prohibitions of this commandment?  (Remember Greg’s discussion of the category of acts/omissions covered by each commandment?)  
c. What is the “reach” of this commandment?  Is it limited to respecting the authority of a mother and father? 

d. Are you required to honor authority that is abusive or illegal or unjust or oppressive?  

1. Can you think of a story in the OT where the oppressed honored the person in the position of authority but not the misconduct? (See, e.g., 1 Sam. 1-7, 16-20, the story about  David and Saul) 
2. Can you think of an OT story when the oppressed disobeyed the unjust commands of the person in authority?  (See, e.g., Exod. 1:15-21, the story about Shiphrah & Puah)  

3. Can you reconcile the two? 

e. Augustine referred to this as the first commandment with a promise.  Discuss.  (refer to both the Exod. and Deut. citations above)   

3. Application:  

How have you been blessed by this commandment?   
What good does this commandment seek to foster? 
