LIFE GROUP, week of May 10, 2009
Bible Study, Exodus 20:16:  Truth or Consequences    

SHARE:  Welcome to your Life Group!  Everyone is invited to respond to the following:   


Discuss something in the news that is an example of “lying,” in any area of life, e.g.,   politics, advertising, law, religion, etc.   How did it make you feel?   
SCRIPTURE:  Exodus 20:16, see below. 
1. Background:  A literal translation of Exodus 20:16 from the Hebrew goes something like this: “You shall not answer against a neighbor a false testimony/witness.”  Other translations: 

KJV Exodus 20:16:  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
NIV Exodus 20:16:  You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

NLT Exodus 20:16:  Do not testify falsely against your neighbor.

1. Digging Deeper: 

a. On the surface, the commandment is set in a legal context.   Why is truth telling so important in a court case?  See Numbers 35:30; Deut. 17:6.  

b. Does the breadth and reach of the 9th commandment go beyond the legal system? Explain. 

c. Gossip is oftentimes slanderous and/or libelous?  How does it violate the 9th commandment.  What’s the damage? See Prov. 22:1.  Does “listening to gossip” violate the commandment?  Discuss.

d. Why is telling the truth so important?  See, e.g., John 1:14; 14:6; 1 John 4:6. 

e. State the commandment in the affirmative.  What is its broad reach?      
2. Application:
a. Does our culture highly esteem this commandment?
  

b. When do the “little white lies,” the “hyperbole,” “advertising,” “demagoguery,” etc., cross over from truth-telling to out-right lying?  

c. How do you stay “honest?”  
� See, e.g., Charles Colson, “Post-Truth Society,” Christianity Today (March 11, 2002), p.112.  
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